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To Hon. A. I. Borneman, l 
Governor of West Virginia : 

As Trustee of the State of West Virginia in the Board of Trustees 
of the Antietam National Cemetery, I have the honor to transmit to 
you my Annual Report of the official actings and doings of said Board 
for the last year. 

Under the able and valuable superintendence of Dr. A. A. Biggs, the 
President of the Board, the progress made towards the completion of 
the work on the Cemetery during the last year, has been flattering. 

The grounds of the Cemetery are enclosed with a substantial and per- 
manent stone wall, of a uniform height on the inside of four feet and a 
half, and varying on the outside from the height last named, to ten and 
fitteen feet, owing to the unevenness of the surrounding ground. The 
coping on the wall is two feet, five inches in breadth, and seven inches 
in thickness, and the whole length of the coping, measured in a straight 
line, would be twenty-seven hundred feet—making it over a half mile 
in less 

A Lodge House is also in progress of erection, to be erected at a cost 
of fifty-five hundred 'dollars, as per contract entered into between the 
builders and the Executive Committee. By the terms of the contract, 
it was to have been completed by the Ist of November, A. D. 1867, but 
by reason of wet weather and the dificulty of procuring suitable work- 
men, the work has been delayed. It will, however, be completed in 
a short space of time, so soon as favorable weather admits of the re- 
sumption of work. The building has been put up in the best and most 
permanent manner, and will, when completed, provean ornament to the 
Cemetery, and give to those interested, satisfaction. 

At a special meeting of the Board, held in Baltimore, on the 16th 
day of September, A. D., 1867, several designs were submitted by 
different persons, in.response to advertisements published by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, for a monument, to be erected in the Cemetery 
grounds. No one of these designs, singly, met the approval of the 
Board, but by the adoption of parts of different designs submitted, 
they fixed upon one which seemed to meet the requirements in a mili- 
tary, patriotic and national point of view. It is the colossal statue of 
an American Soldier, standing guard over the remains of the heroic 
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"dead, and when completed, will be the largest work of its kind in the 
world. The estimated cost is $80,000. However, the Executive Com- 
mittee, to whom has been entrusted the duty of contracting for the 
building of this monument, have not as yet entered into a contract for 
the work, nor will they until they can see their way clear, and have 
assurance that the necessary funds will be furnished with which to 
carry out the contract. 

The trenches for the reception of the bodies are six feet in width and 
three feet in depth, one-third of which are quarried out of solid rock, 
which, to a great extent, underlies the ground of the Cemetery and 
the surrounding country. 

The whole number of bodies which have been interred in the Ceme- 
tery up to the present time, amounts to four thousand six hundred 
and ninety-five, allowlng two feet for each body, a greater number than 
is interred in the Cemetery at Gettysburg. Of this number, West Vir- 
ginia has one hundred and fifty patriot dead. | 

A substantial and ornamental iron fence has been erected in the front 
of the grounds, in length 606 feet 8 inches, without the iron gatos, 
which latter are 26 feet in width. 

- The amount of money already expended on this great National 
Necropolis, amounts to the sum of $37,000. In this amount is not 
included the cost of the Lodge House, and the incidental expenses 
necessarily attendant on such an undertaking. 

Believing it to be a matter of general public interest, I submit the 
following table, showing the States which have made appropriations, 
together with their respective amounts, and also the respective amounts 
paid and remaining unpaid. 


Maine_- ------ -.--...---- $ 2,787 40, Paid. 
New York------~-------- 10,000 00, s 
Vermottenn 2 cose are 1,600 00, Appropriated but not paid. 
Massachusetts.--- ---- ---- 4,000 00, Paid. 
Rhode Island... u 1,000 00, s 
Connectieut-------- -- ---- 2,230 00, s 
New Jersey -------- -- ---- 2,500 00, * 
Pennsylvania.--- ---- ---- 5,000 00, “ 
E Saat 3,000 00 additional appro'n, not paid. 
- Maryland------ ---- ----- 15,000 00, Paid. 
Ob ważka eens 5,000 00, “ l 
West Virginia..-..-.... -- 1,672 44, a 
Mich Bala 22-202: 2222: 4.000 00, Appropriated but not paid. 
Wiseonsin servido stos lees 3,000 00, 
Indiana -cascns niiina aia 6,132 28, Paid. 
Minnesota---- como ---- --- 462 35, “ 


At the late meeting of the Board, held in Washington City, on the 
5th day of December, A. D., 1867, the question of burying the Con- 
federate dead in the Cemetery, received its attention. 
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Under the Act passed March 23d, A. D. 1865, by the Legislature of 
Maryland, it recites in the preamble, that under a former Act, passed 
March 10, A. D. 1864, and thereby repealed, the Governor of Mary- 
land had purchased a suitable lot of grouad, on or near the battle field 
of Antietam, for the burial and last resting place of the remains of the 
soldiers who fell in that action. * 

The second section of the Act provides that the same remains in the 
State of Maryland in fee simple, in trust for all the States that shall 
participate as thereinafter provided, and said lot of ground shall be 
devoted in perpetuity for the purpose of the burial and final resting 
place of the remains of the soldiers who fell at the battle of Antietam, 
or at other points north of the Potomac river, during the invasion of 
Lee in the summer and fall of 1862, or died thereafter in consequence 
of wounds received in said battle, or during said invasion. 

The third section names four Trustees from the State of Maryland, 
who, with one Trustee from each of the other States, to be appointed 
by the Governor of their respective States, are created a body politie 
under the name of the Antietam National Cemetery, to whom shall be 
conveyed the ground referred to. 

The fourth section, among other things, provides that it shall be the 
duty of the Trustees, out of the funds that may come into their hands 
by State appropriation or otherwise, to remove the remains of all the 
soldiers referred to in the second section of the Act, and to have them 
properly interred in the afore-mentioned grounds; tbe remains of the 
soldiers of the Confederate army to be buried in a part of the grounds 
separate from those of the Union army, &c. 

From these necessarily brief extracts, it will be perceived with what 
show of reason it was insisted that a portion of the ground of the Cem- 
etery should be set aside for the burial of the Qonfederate dead, and 
this opinion entertained by a majority of the members of the Board, 
they were, if possible, more strongly confirmed by a communication 
from Gov. Fenton, of New York, addressed to the Hon. John Jay, the 
Special Commissioner, &c., from that State, the concluding words of 
which are as follows: 

“I think, therefore, that the Trustees of the Antietam National Cem- 
etery, especially in view of the fact that the Southern States have not 
thus far been in a position to contribute to the general fund, should 
either set apart a sufficient plot of ground within the Cemetery walls 
for the burial of the Confederate dead, or make suitable arrangements 
for an enlargement of the present enclosure, if necessary to the attain- 
ment of the end proposed.” | l . 

A motion was at once made, and a resolution to that effect introduced, 
to carry out the views of the Executive of New York as expressed in 
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the foregoing paragraph, which was resisted by the Trustee for this 
State on the grounds— 

First, That none of the Southern States, having dead on the Antietam 
battle field, had ever sought to derive any benefit from the provisions of 
the Act, by any expression or act on their part, either directly or indi- 
rectly, and 

Secondly, That the movement was premature, and might open afresh 
old sores, so far as the people of West Virginia were concerned, and 
intensify that bitterness of feeling which continued to exist in a greater 
or. less degree among them, 

Whereupon, your Trustee moved to lay the resolution on the table, 

which motion was lost. The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, it was carried, the Trustees of Ohio and West Virginia 
voting in the negative. 
However, in the opinion of your Trustee, the vote on the adoption of 
the resolution indicates, upon the part of those gentlemen who voted in 
its favor, nothing more than a desire to formally comply with the terms 
of the Charter of the Legislaturewf Maryland, leaving it entirely with 
the Southern States in their discretion to move or not in the matter, as 
they may see proper in reference to the interment of their dead. 

The funds of the Association have been carefully applied by the 
officers of the Board to the sacred object which influenced their appro- 

_ priation by the Legislatures of the respective States. 

As part of this report, I submit a copy of the proceedings of the last 
meeting of the Board, held in Washington City on the 5th day of 
December, A. D. 1867, in which is contained the communication from 
Gov. Fenton, of New York, referred to within; and I also submit as 

~part of this Report a copy of the “Law of Maryland incorporating the 
Antietam National Cemetery,” passed March 23d, A. D. 1865. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
G. L. CRANMER, 
Trustee of the Antietam National Cemetery 
for the State of West Virginia. 
JANUARY 1, 1868. 


